


SOC 0-07a: | explore and discover the interesting features of my
local environment to develop an awareness of the world around
me.

SOC 0-08a: | explore and appreciate the wonder of nature within
different environments and have played a part in caring for the
environment.

SOC 1-07a: | can describe and recreate the characteristics of my
local environment by exploring the features of the landscape.

SOC 1-08a: | can consider ways of looking after my school or
community and can encourage others to care for their
environment.

SOC 2-08a: | can discuss the environmental impact of human
activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a more
environmentally responsible way.

TCH 0-0la: | can explore digital technologies and use what | learn
to solve problems and share ideas and thoughts.

TCH1-0la: | can explore and experiment with digital technologies
and can use what | learn to support and enhance my learning in
different contexts.

TCH 2-01a: | can extend and enhance my knowledge of digital
technologies to collect, analyse ideas, relevant information and
organise these in an appropriate way.



Neighbourhood Noticing

Encourage your learners to look for something interesting outdoors,

anything from a leaf to a puddle to a tiny bug. They can then share what
they spotted by recording it in communiMap and telling their classmates
about it as part of a discussion, design or literacy challenge.

Outcomes

This activity encourages learners to:

+ Look closer at the world around them

« Practise observation and description skills

« Connect personal noticing with real-world data
« Build confidence in sharing ideas

How to Set It Up

Choose Your Spot:

Pick an area near your school — the playground, garden, local
green space, or even just outside the classroom window. It could be
as simple as the tree at the gate or the flowerbed by the car park.

Set the Challenge:

Ask each learner (or pairs) to spend 5-10 minutes noticing. They
should look for one thing that catches their eye: a pattern on a ledf,
a puddle in a dip, bird footprints, a spider's web — anything at all!
They can take or make a quick sketch, adding notes to describe
what they see.

Questions you could ask learners as they explore:

What made you choose this thing?
Where did you find it?
Has it always been there?
What do you think might happen to it tomorrow?




Think-Pair-Share

Before uploading to commmuniMap, ask learners to:

+ Spend a moment quietly thinking about what they found and
why it's interesting and then turn to a partner and describe their
find in detail.

+ These pairs or groups can then share with the whole group or
small groups, comparing what they noticed and discussing
similarities or surprises.

Add the sightings to the Nature

Co-Lab layer on the app.

Two Stars and a Wish

After the Think-Pair-Share, use Two Stars and a Wish as peer

feedback:

-+ Each learner gives two positive comments (stars) about a peer’s
noticing, e.g. “I like how you described the pattern on the leaf.”

- Then they give one suggestion (wish) for what else they could
look for or describe next time, e.g., “l wish you'd add how it felt or
smelled.”

Teacher Tips
Keep It Short:
This can be done in 15—-20 minutes, perfect for a short outdoor break.

Do It Again:
Repeat it through the seasons to spot changes like puddles drying
up, new buds on trees, animal signs.

Use Group Roles:
For younger learners, pair or group them up with roles including one
observer, one note-taker, one photographer.

Extension Idea:
Challenge learners to create their own mini field notebook to record

what they notice over a week or month, which could include plants,
insects, weather, or signs of animals. They'll practise slowing down,
observing carefully, and describing what they see.
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Your learners become “Water Watchers”, spotting and recording
any signs of water around their school, homes, or local area. From
puddles and drains to rivers, ponds, or damp patches, they'll map
it, photograph it, and add it to communiMap.

Outcomes

This activity encourages learners to:

+ Notice how water moves through their environment.

« Think about weather, drainage, climate, and local infrastructure.

« Connect rain and flooding to real places they know.

« Learn about water safety and observation skills.

« Discuss why interactions with water are changing, including
climate change and urban development.

How to Set it Up

Pick Your “Watch Zones":
Together, discuss where learners can safely look
for signs of water in the nearby area. They might

select the school playground, local parks and
green spaces, the pavements on their walk to
school. Decide one option to focus on as a class.

Post It Storm

Give each learner a sticky note or small scrap of paper.

Ask them to write or draw one type of water event they think they
might see (e.g. puddle, blocked drain, soggy patch) and add their
notes to a big sheet or whiteboard.

Discuss the ideas as a class, sorts similar ones into groups, and
talk about any unusual or new ideas. Ideas could include:

« Puddles after rain + Muddy or soggy patches
« Blocked drains « A dry spot that should be wet
+ Flooded paths « Streams, rivers or canals nearby




Record & Upload:

Ask each learner (or pair) to spend 5-10 minutes looking at the water
they see in the local space you have chosen. To track what they find,
learners could take photos or draw what they see in a workbook.

Get them to describe what they have found:
«  Whereis it?

+ How deepis it?

+  How long has it been there?

« How does it make them feel?

m“M Add the sightings to the Water
’\j )

Co-Lab layer on the app.

Teacher Tips
Keep it safe: Never encourage learners to enter flood water or deep
water. They should observe from a safe place.

Adapt the time: This can be a one-day activity, a weekly check-in, or a
term-long mini project.

Get families involved: Set a “Water Watcher” homework challenge for
learners to do with adults.

Exit Ticket Reflection:

At the end of the session ask each learner to complete a quick exit
ticket:

« One thing they found interesting about the water they spotted
+ One gquestion they still have about water in their local area

+ One thing they'd like to look for or find out next time

Extension Idea:
Challenge learners to make a short presentation or poster about what
they found. This could answer questions like:

+ What's the wettest spot near school?
«  Where does water cause problems and what could we do about it?
« How does the water you found make you feel?




Tree Detectives

Learners explore trees near their school, playground, or a local park -
spotting, identifying and recording different trees. They'll notice
changes, wildlife living in or around the trees, and share what they
find using communiMap.

Outcomes

This activity helps learners:

< Think creatively about their local area and its green spaces.
« Reflect on what makes a community resilient and caring.

« Share positive ideas for the future.

How to Set It Up

Start with a Tree Talk & Think-Pair-share

Ask learners what types of trees they can name, and discuss with a
partner or group how trees change with the seasons. They might
discuss how leaves change colour or fall from trees in Autumn. Or
perhaps they'll mention flowers blooming, conkers falling on the
ground or birds nests being built in spring.

Gather feedback from the wider group in a class discussion.

Head Outside

Walk around the playground or a local green space and challenge
learners to spot different tree sizes, bark textures, leaves or seeds.
Have them estimate the width and height of the tree (you could
measure the tree’s width if you have measuring tapes - measuring
kits available on request by emailing ws2gallantpublic@gmail.com).
Get them to note down any signs of wildlife, including nests, insects
and birds.

Questions you could ask as the explore:

If this tree could talk, what would it say?

How do you think this tree changes during the year?
What do you notice about the bark or leaves on this tree?
What do trees offer our community and what can we do to
protect them?



Bark and Leaf Rubbings

To help your learners remember what they have seen, have them

create bark or leaf rubbings of the trees they find.

When they come back to class, ask them to display their bark and

leaf rubbings on tables or walls. In small groups, they can walk

around the “gallery” to look at everyone’s rubbings.

« They should discuss what they notice: Which tree has rougher
bark? Why are some leaves bigger than others?

« Each learner writes one comment or question on a sticky note
and adds it next to someone else’s work.

Upload the class’s tree sightings and photos of

rubbings to the Tree Co-Lab layer in the app.

Teacher Tips

Safety First: Remind learners not to create rubbings on trees with
thorns.

Capture it Digitally: Shap photos of the rubbings and upload them
to communiMap so that learners can share their detective work with
the wider community.

Consider making a “Tree Detectives” class book or wall display to
show the variety of trees and wildlife near your school.

Plus, Minus, Interesting (PMI)
At the end of the activity, guide learners to reflect on their
experience using a quick PMI:

Plus: One thing they liked about exploring the trees.

Minus: One thing they found tricky or surprising.

Interesting: One new thing they learned or would like to find out
next.

Learners can jot this down on a slip of paper or share it verbally.




How to Make Bark And Leaf Rubbings

What You’ll Need:
* White Paper

« Crayons or colouring pencils
» Clipboard or hard surface

For Leaf Rubbings:

Find a leaf.

Look for a dry, flat leaf with clear veins and place it under your paper.
Use the side of a crayon or pencil and gently rub over the leaf.
Watch the shape and patterns appear!

Try different leaves.

Use different types and sizes. **. ‘ #
Label them if you know the tree! \

For Bark Rubbings:

Find a tree trunk and look for bark that feels rough or patterned.
Press your paper to the bark.

Rub with the side of a crayon or pencil and you'll start to see the
texture show through.

Compare different trees.

Are some bumpy? Stripy? Flaky? Each one tells a different story!



Our Dream Routes
Learners imagine how their streets and local spaces could be

safer and greener for walking, wheeling, cycling or scooting. This
creative design challenge helps young people think like town
planners and share their ideas with the wider community.

Outcomes

This activity helps learners:

« Understand what makes a safe, accessible, and active travel
route

« Identify barriers to active travel near their school or home

« Apply creative thinking to design improvements

«  Work collaboratively to share, develop and present ideas

How to Set It Up

My Journey to School

Introduce the idea by asking the group to discuss their daily journey
to school with a partner or in a small group. They should consider:

+ How do they get to school? Do they walk, cycle, or get the bus?

« Do they enjoy the journey?

« Does anything make their journey difficult?

Head Outside

Take your class to the area just outside of school, and have them
observe the local area. Have them look at:

+ How much traffic there is. + Are there cycle paths?

+  How wide the pavements are. + Are there places to sit?
«  How much green space thereis. + Arethere road signs?

Questions you could ask learners as they explore:

If you could change something about the pavements, what would it be?
Would someone using a wheelchair or a buggy here have enough space?
How does this area make you feel when you walk or cycle here?



Design a Route

When they come back to class, give each group a large sheet of
paper. Learners should design their Dream Active Route, o path
that makes moving around easier, safer, and more fun for
everyone.

They can include things like wider pavements, flower beds, bike

lanes, safe crossings, murals, benches, or road signs. Encourage
them to be creative and think about people of all ages, abilities,
and backgrounds using these spaces.

Give clear instructions: this is about big ideas, so rough sketches,
symbols, and colour are all good!

When finished, groups can display their plans on tables or walls
and the whole class should move around and look at the designs
of other teams. Each learner should write a comment or question
on a sticky note and add it to someone else’s design, which could
be in the form of 2 Stars and a Wish.

Upload the group'’s ideas and observations

to the Movement Co-Lab layer in the app.

What? So What? Now What?
Ask learners to write or share their thoughts about this activity.

What?: What did we do or notice today?
So What?: Why is this important or interesting?
Now What?: What could we do next time, or what could we change?

Extension Idea:
Challenge learners to interview their families, carers and
neighbours about their street or local neighbourhood, to

understand what changes people might make in their local area or
changes they have already seen over time!

They can then add their thoughts and observations to
communiMap.




A Poem For Our Place Activity

In this creative literacy challenge, learners write their own acrostic
poem using the word GALLANT. They'll link each letter to a word or
phrase about nature, community, or climate action.

Outcomes

This activity helps learners:

« Connect literacy skills with local climate and nature themes.
« Think creatively about their local area and its green spaces.
« Reflect on what makes a community resilient and caring.

« Share positive ideas for the future.

How to Set It Up

Introduce the Word:
Write GALLANT in big letters on your class board or on a large sheet
of paper.

- Z > F > 0

Explain that each letter will start a line of their poem. Together, talk
about what GALLANT means, i.e, to be brave, caring and

community-minded. Discuss how these attributes link to looking
after our local area.




Brainstorm Ideas

Do a quick class brainstorm for each letter. Prompt them to think
of words or phrases about:

e Local nature (trees, parks, rain, onimols)
« Climate and seasons (wet, windy, sunny)

« Taking action (helping, fixing, noticing

« Community (sharing, people, neighbourhoods)

Example prompts:

* G could stand for Growing Plants

e A might be Animals in the Tall Grass.
* Lmight be Lilypad on the Pond.

Write suggestions around the letters to spark ideas.

Write the Poem

Learners can:

+ Work alone, in pairs, or in small groups.

« Use a notebook, loose paper, or create a big shared poster.

« Keep lines short and simple — even a word or short phrase works.

Once complete, the learners can be brought back together in a
large group and read their poems aloud, display them on the wall,
or in a corridor.

You could even add them to communiMap by uploading photos
of the poems or recording an audio story. Search for
communiMap is the app store or visit www.communimap.net

Teacher Tips
Any level: This works from early years through upper primary.
Learners could illustrate their poem or decorate the letters.

Short on time? Make it collaborative & create one giant class
acrostic together.
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communiMap is a project created and delivered by GALLANT, a project led by
the University of Glasgow, in partnership with Glasgow City Council and
funded by the Natural Environment Research Council (NERC).
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